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known incidents of that time. The author shows his own warm sym- 
pathy with the religious excitement which then swept over a large part 
of the Christian world, by repeating many of the arguments by which 
it was urged and vindicated, and by bringing nearly all of his dramatis 
persona under its influence. The whole story is marked with a devout 
intention, and will for this reason be read with interest by a class in the 
community that generally eschew novels. 

The plot turns upon a package of forged bank-notes, which, passing 
through the hands of a most worthy gentleman, expose him to be tried 
for forgery. Having received them from a deceased brother-in-law, he 
determines to stand the trial, in the hope that he may be able to exoner- 
ate himself without involving the name of the guilty person. The 
denouement, however, explains the whole transaction, and places the 
crime and the shame on a third party, with whom neither the courts of 
justice nor the reader have any personal acquaintance. The "true 
womanhood " of the story culminates in the niece of the accused, who, 
although forced to be the principal witness against him, turns public 
opinion in his favor by her dignity and discretion, before the evidence 
for the defence is brought into action. As the chief perquisite of a 
heroine is her lovers, the fair Julia has a pair of them in her cousin 
Arthur and the lawyer who manages her uncle's case. The lawyer is 
refused because he is not a professedly religious man; the cousin, 
although beloved, is set aside on the ground of consanguinity, and the 
beautiful Julia declares her intention to remain single, and to prove that 
marriage is not " a condition absolutely indispensable for the happiness 
of woman, or for the development of true womanhood." The last para- 
graph of the story, however, hints at a possible sequel, and we are left 
uncertain whether the perseverance of a twelvemonth will be final. 
Doubtless the author will devise some method by which to make the 
lovers happy without rendering them recreant to their principles. 

The conversations and discussions in which the book abounds are 
lighted up with allusions to many topics of general interest. Among 
them are the great commercial crisis, the question of " Woman's 
Eights," the dramatic element of the Bible, and the " garroting " mania, 
which prevailed for a short time in New York. A marked preference 
for English habits in social life appears from time to time. 



5. — La Femme au XIX^ Steele. Par Madame Romieu. Deux- 
ieme Edition, augment^e. Paris : Amyot. 1859. 12mo. pp. 376. 

Madame Romieu is better known as a writer by the pseudonyme of 
" Marie Sincere." This treatise on " Woman in the Nineteenth Cen- 



262 MADAME EOMIEU'S LA PEMMB ATJ XIX* SIECLB. [Jan. 

tury " is her most solid and elaborate work. It is well worth reading, 
not only for its literary finish, but for its thoroughness, acuteness of 
criticism, and moderation of tone. The author is not a strong-minded 
woman, indignantly vindicating the rights of her sex against the tyranny 
of men, hut an earnest monitor to women of their needs and duties. 
Her exposure of the faults and follies of the social prejudice which rules 
in the education of Frenchwomen is keen and complete ; yet she does 
not propose to reorganize society, or essentially to change the legal 
position of woman. In her view, the evils under which woman suffers 
are capable of remedy without any radical alteration in the framework 
of social life. Her book, however, is more remarkable for the fulness 
of its scientific treatment, than for its discussion of the means of remedy. 
It is in three parts. The first part, in ten chapters, treats of " Woman 
in the various positions which it is possible for her to occupy " ; — in the 
family, as daughter, wife, and mother ; out of the family, as orphan, 
illegitimate child, old maid, childless widow, or divorced ; as religieuse, 
in the cloister, in the school, or sister of charity ; in society, as wife of 
a laborer, a shopkeeper, a merchant, or a gentleman ; in public life, as 
the wife of an ambassador, a minister, or a local governor ; of woman 
in a profession, whether as teacher, governess, author, painter, musician, 
or actor ; of woman in domestic life, in the country and in the cities ; 
of the " outlaw " woman, mistresses, lorettes, and the like, and their in- 
fluence upon the respectable of their sex; of the various classes of 
female reformers ; and of the legal position of woman. The second 
part, also in ten chapters, treats of the causes which determine the lot 
of woman, whether arising from customs or from passions, — love, edu- 
cation, false and hasty marriage, the relation with two families, lack 
of occupation, need of emotion, vanity, weakness, reciprocal enmity 
among women, and prejudices of many kinds. The third part, in five 
chapters, treats of the " Destiny to which woman is invited," whether 
in the family, in society, or in civil life, with a sketch of the history of 
female influence, and a discussion of the obstacles and helps in the im- 
provement of the sex. This short abstract will give an idea of the 
copiousness of the treatise ; but can do no justice to the wit and wis- 
dom, the analysis of motive, and the nice appreciation of the shades of 
character and feeling, which show themselves from the beginning to the 
end of the volume. In some particulars it is not adapted to American 
society. Many of the evils on which Madame Romieu dwells are un- 
known with us. But its tone is pure and healthy, and for its excel- 
lent advice to daughters, wives, and mothers, and indirectly to hus- 
bands and fathers, it is worth far more than the romantic physiology of 
Michelet's treatise, the commendations of which to American readers 
insult the honor of American homes. 



